/—\OOJ/‘ g tol Graduate School
- inthe US

= MIT-AITI Ghana 2004
— G-Unit
Aisha Walcott, PhD student MIT
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yABackground:

Syl chose graduate school




e LUCTC (COHF) ";'

SNYREE Vou need“t@ra t0 graduate school?

‘—\I'.JJQ( rrguve TS not Al A's

SVerehard duringfundergrad and take part in
anyAepportunities to do research (publish
gzlgl I‘S)

=] tabllsh relationship with faculty who can
-rA/vrlte you a superior letter of recommendation
~ (don’t burn your bridges)

.:ri-'
T
ﬁ—‘

i
- =

To be competitive

Specialized knowledge

Enjoy research-developing cutting edge technology
PhD teach at the university level
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VIYARECOMIMERHdations
SEIECLING @* aduate Schools
ereJ__l__} |

S ihE @1cat|on

-*_~J—' ﬁlca’uon Process

o= ~— Essay

||-.ll.-':'-_

- — Exams (GRE)

— |etters of Recommendation
® Funding




5 personal statement essay EARLY!

|zedI
e p a folder for each school
4—“Read through each application and keep a list of all

”:':"'*‘ ‘material required
-® Work Together!
e Backup Plan
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Selec gle) G-r«aggg’_t-e S@hmii?"

ES erg' ‘e schoels and thelr department

ALENE Journals talk te alumni, contact school
If IEC L jOr brechure

- Us Ne S (www LUSnews.com)

==/ me?rlcas Best Graduate Schools 2005 Top Endineering
'_-- BSOS fitim

——
: .i--"F'
—

__J-e — US News Science Listings
- ® Talk to your professors about applying

= Make a top 10 list of schools you want to apply
to (Include 2 back-up schools)
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iimeline (15-12 mont%
SIILEnnC grmgl)

RESEAICh YoUr areas of Interest

SRECIStEr and prepare for admissions
e,w[fih GRE)

_ ;:.-_r‘:icre‘! Appllcatlon Materials
*Request Funding Materials

m—

~» Draft Statement of Purpose (Essay)
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NEAlIFAEAINES (USUally: ecember onwards)
Order liranscripts
REONESH Letters of Recommendation
- lJOE 1’t Fellowshlp Applications
=SESlbmit Application (1 month before deadline)

=

h ck that all application Is complete

Send thank you notes to references and those
whoe helped you

e Visit Schools, If possible
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e
IIIENTET (6:months bEiorE

- - e — e ——

IEpare to enter t e schoeol you cheose
o Tzlke ex"ri' classes
- Tallie rf students at the graduate school
| /Q; ‘v 1sh to attend
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nrrorllmup e
2 VIV R egomf- endatlons
2 ﬁlegzmr aduate Schools
=imeline
=g —J--A pllcatlon
jﬁ |ca’uon Process

—

— ~— Essay

|-F'_-_'._

-~ — Entrance Exams (GRE)

— |etters of Recommendation
® Funding



IEYpplication.

ghePEl; download on-line, supmit on-line
—Jrrmol pps

r\og“u on Fees ($75-$125 USD)

=S SO etlmes there Is a fee walver

-', A ﬁllcatlon Deadline

'—Flr'-"'

= Transcrlpts (record of grades)

s Essay
® | etters off Recommendation
e Background Information
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- Selgeilnie] € aduate Schools
Simeline

.,g i

J me*t P lcatlon

sSApplication Process
_‘",’:.':=?Essay

1"""" i

~_ —Exams (GRE)

— [ etters of Recommendation
® Funding
® Questions

=

—
E _=—



Application Rrocess: E@@ﬁ?’"

SsrEmel/ Iimportant

IOV \p iy you want to do research, why
you are ‘Unigue, and what you will gain
___'r 0)ff obtammg a grad degree

_.*«‘:'3 iate how: the school will benefit by

_'-'-"._'_,-. =

= ~ admitting you
= Tell'an interesting story

s \Write, re-write, re-write, re-write, re-write
(getting feedback from faculty and friends)
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| | T
Appl]rfz"o

-

e

Ineliiele.. 5
PLgllsia) :rpapers
\/\/om perlence

*Ha i §h|ps you had to evercome & special
= .ﬂrcu mstances

=5 Explaln any unanswered guestions or
Incensistencies In academic record

® | st honors and activities
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Expenences
r _%é;, Jng Experlences
, _ra -curricular activities

_ 5-Conc:lusmn (tie together interest to the
school)
* Write, re-write, re-write, re-write, re-write
(getting feedback from faculty and friends)

=
d



REcord Examinatoen)
“f ng
— Quan't];'g'
. lrf é‘ré’tand pasic concepts of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and data
zilyms reason guantitatively

| .-J-' C =S bject Exam

'_-l--'"'

e *Blochemlstry, Cell and Molecular Biology, Biology, Chemistry,
- Computer Science, Literature in English, Mathematics, Physics,
Psychology

o GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test)
e [SAT (Law School Admission Test)
e MCAT (Medical College Admission Test)

US News GRE Info




nars beforehand, but mainly for undergraduates. It is great that you are
graduate students. | have helped a few students appl m
graduate students face is funding. ow whe n

pe the International st ffice can help.

— il
- - a

. .
Ol DI1OCE Cd| OO0

eed to come up with a detailed time-line for GRE, when to
Is and get application material, when to apply, when to request
and when to write the essay.

"

yhlight to them that the essay is extremely important. The essay gives them
show why the want to do research, why they are unique, what they will gain,

re importantly, how the school will benefit by admitting

___sidering them for funding. They need to show that they are unique and the

S R

-
-
e

= best: The essay should show this through examples of their activities and by telling an
— Interesting story.

_—

-

Same with the recommendation. Most African professors tend to write 3 line
recommendations which do not make sense. The letters need to show the great values of
the student, and they need to be very convincing.

If I come across more ideas, | will let you know...

Have a great time
Solomon
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Avolleziile) wa EXQW

Hacl rJrJJ e the GR
o He ‘f I Eee ($140; can be waived)
> Salae e Lo take the exam

J

= T%— 10~ SOUTH AFRICA
= “GALL: 31-320-239-593 (Lelystaad, The Netherlanads)
- -r‘ﬂ:A-X 31-320-239-886

- ACCRA

- TEST CENTER NUMBER: 8238
TESTS OFFERED: GMAT, GRE, TOEFL
PERMANENT CENTER

e Study with friends and colleagues
® |f a school does not require it, don’t send it (Less Is More)




nited Stategnwmg;

=X ?mation
SP0ke/Brachures on school (library)
. ,_Lrue -ma’uon Session every Monday
‘ ‘EIVlce on Funding

: _ﬂ‘_:-

= '-Atlvu:e on Visa and Immigration
"o And Much More!!
® | ocation: opposite Children’s Park in Accra
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Application Process: Letters offe
RECOMN en"ﬂﬁ-’n'

[

xiremely Important'

SIIEUIC I 2 at least a 1 page letter
— JDF 2] appllcatlons have a form to complete

=== FiIcR etters need to show the great values
_:-_:-Gf'the student

m—

“s \ust be very convincing
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> lriirgeltigijogs
SNVIVARECOIMMENdations
SESEIECHNG g ‘-"aduate Schools
limeline

- rnrw pplication

— S Application Process

";' "-"Essay

-~ —Exams (GRE)

' — Letters of Recommendation
e Funding

® Questions




Funding - o
SREEIOWEHIpS and, Scholarships —
Eiermational Educatlonﬁnﬁi:mal Aid (IEF Jeizldc)/

2lfCh SS|stantsh|ps- RAS)
r

RESEE
/

SIS SraNEIM e O ESEaRCIrgIroUpNRre

ch

@1/ G GI & preject, wiose principal duty Is te contribute,
Lif) d SUPERVISIon, te a pregram ofi departmental or
IPiEEEpartmental research.

ezl Assistantships (TAS)

- r'r 2 principal duties of a teaching assistant include assisting a
== member of the faculty in grading undergraduate quizzes and
E _ emework Instructing in the classroom and/or laboratory,
preparlng apparatus for demonstrations, posting web-based
~  materials, and conducting tutorials.

s Loans
International Education Financial Aid (IEFA) scholarship search is the premier resource

—
(L
U1
= 0'\ @h)
_Uﬁ l—l Qs

A
lz10)e

8 &
©

for financial aid, college scholarship and grant information for international students
wishing to study abroad. At this site, you will find the most comprehensive college
scholarship search and grant listings plus international student loan programs
and other information to promote study abroad.


http://www.iefa.org/

iy oriake one

~ Essay (what it should include) when to start, Letters of recommendation, GRE, General
- exam, Subject Exam, Funding, Fellowships (company, school), app is similar to grad
school app, RAships, TAships, Loans?, Application Process, Due dates, General
Questions, Handouts, Aspire higher, Contacts, Web.mit.edu/gso
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/rankguide/rghome.htm
Student visas, Logistcs (living costs, environment, car)



Web)sijie

e UfJJ\/r‘fJJFjo (o) A paliEsEle Of
WAL PERREEC), WAV, Stanford. edu)

R USTINEWS ( raduate School Guide

— [IEigis AV USHEWS.com

2 F_,J}ﬁv /ships for international students
=== NAESA (Association for international educators)
= Fellowshlps International Education Financial Aid (IEFA)

—— 1:_..-.——

= it/ iefa.ora/
= GRE
— hittp://www.gre.org

® Great Search Engine
— http://Www.google.com



http://www.mit.edu
http://www.upenn.edu
http://www.usnews.com
http://www.iefa.org

