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229 TRACTATE NANODESH 4—b

commandments of the Torah were spoken sepa-
rately, each one by itself.

Saying. This teaches that they answered ‘yes’
to a positive commandment and 'no’ Lo a nega-
tive commandment—these are the words of R.
Ishmael. R. Akiba says: They answered ‘yes' to
a positive commandment and also 'yes™ to a
negative commandment. Another Interpreta-
tion: Saying. Go and tell them and Lring back

to Me their words. And how do we know that -

Moses did report back the words of the people
before the Almighty? It is said: “And Moses
reported the words of the people unto the Lord"
(Ex. 19.8). And what were the words of the
people? “All that the Lord hath spoken will we
do and obey” (Ex. 24.7). And how do we know
that God approved of their words? It s said:
“And the Lord said unto me . . . they have well
saicd all that they bave spoken'” (Deut. 5.25).

CHAPTER V
(Ex. 20.2)

I Am the Lord Thv God. Why were the Ten
Commandments not said at the Heginning of the
Torah? They give a parable. To what may this
he compared? To the following: A king who
entercd a province said to Uhe people: May 1 be
your king? But the peaple said to him: Have you
done anything good for us that you should rule

11 Their answer was: ' Yes, we agree not to doit."
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over us? What did he do then? e built the city
wall for them, he brought in the water supply for
them, and he fought their battles. Then when
he said to them: N e your king? They said
to him: Yes, ves. | Likewise, Godd. Tle hrought
the lsraelites out of Egypt, divided the sea for
them, sent down the manna for them, brought
up the well for them, hrought the quails for
them. MHe fought for them the battle with
Amalek. Then He said to them: 1 am to be
vour king. And they said to Him: Yes, yes.
Rabbi says: This procluims the cexcellence of
1srael. Forwhen'they all stood before mount Sinai
to receive the Torah they ail maile up their mind
alike’ to accept the reign of God joyfully. Further-
mare, they pledged themselves for one another.
And it was not only concerning overt acts that
God, revealing Himself to them, wished to make
Ifis covenant with them bul also concerning
secret acls, as it issaid; '"The secret things belong
to the Lord our God? and the things that are
revealed,” ete. (Deut. 29.28). But they said to
Him: Concerning overt acts we are ready to make
a covenant with Thee, but we will not make a
covenant with Thee in regard to secret acts lest

* The use of the singular form paYn instead of ok
suggests that they were all of cne mind.

2 This is interpreted to refer to what God had wished to
include in the covenant.
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one of us commit a sin secretly and Uhe entire
community be held responsible for 1t.

I Am the Lord Thy God. Why is this said? For
this reason. At the sea He appeared to them as
a mighty hero doing battle, as it is said: "“The
Lord is a man of war’’ {Iix. 15.3). At Sinai lle
appeared to them as an old man full of mercy. 1t
is said: “"And they saw the God of lsrael,” elc.
(Ex. 24.10). And of the time after they had heen
redeemed what does it say? ‘“And the like of the
very heaven for clearness."” {ibid.) Again it says:
“1 beheld (it thrones were placed” (DDan. 7.9).
And it also savs: A fiery stream issued and came
forth lrom_ belore him,” ete. (ibid., v. 10).
Seripture, therefore, would not let the nations of
the world hiave an excuse for saying that there
are two Powers, but declares: "I am the Lord thy
God." 1am He who was in Egypt and T am He
who was at the sea. I am e who was al Sinai,
I am He who was in the past and I am He
“who will be in the future. I am He who is in
this world and I am tle who will be i the
world to come, as it is said: "“See now that I,
even I, am He,"” etc. (Deut. 32.39). And it says
‘““Even to old age I am the same” (Isa. 46.4). And
it says: “"Thus saith the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer the Lord of Hosts: [ am the

3 See abiove, Shirala, 1V, note 1 and Introduction.
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232 TRACTATE BAIODESIE s

first, and T am the last” (ibid. 44.6). And it says:
“Who hath wrought and done it? He that called
the generations lrom the beginning. I, the Lord,
who am the first,” etc. (ibid. 41.4). Rabbi
Nathan says: From this one can cite a refutation
of the heretics who say: There are two Powers.
For when the Holy One, blessed be He, stood up
and exclaimed: 1 am the Lord thy God,"" was
there any one who stood up to protest against
Him? 1f you should say that it was done in
secret—but has it not been said: “'1 have not
spoken in secret,”” etc. (Isa. 45.19)7 "I said not
unto the seed of Jacob™ (ibid.), that is, 1o these
only witl T give it. “They sought e in the
desert’” (ibid.). Lid [ not give it in hroad day-
light? And thus it says: "1 the Lord speak
righteousness, I declare things that are right”
(ihnd.).

Another Interpretation: 7 Am the Lord Thy
God. When the Holy One, blessed be He, stood
up and said: “1 am the Lord thy God,” the
mountains trembled and the hills wavered, Tabor
was coming from Beth Elim and Carmel from
Aspamea,! as it is said: "As T live, saith the king
whose name is the Lord of hosts, surely as Tabor
among the mountains and Carmel by the sea
would come''s (Jer. 46.18). This one was saying:

1 0n Aspamea and Bet Etim cf. 1. S. Horowitz, Palestine,
Vienna, 1923, p. 67, note 1 and p. 124.

s This rendering of the passage in Jeremiah is required
by the Mekilta.
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233 TRACTATE BAHODESH 5

T hiave heen ealled, And (that one was saving: |
lave been eatled. But when they heared from Ths
mouth: “Whao hrought thee out of the land of
Lgypt,"” cach one of them remained standing in
its place, and they said: He is dealing only with
hose whom Te brought out from Fpypt.”
Aunother Interpretation: I Am ihe Lord Thy
God. When the Holy One, blessed be He, stood
up and said: “l am the Lord thy God," the earth
trembled, as it is said: "Lord, when Thou didst
go forth out of Seir, whenr Thou didst march out
of the field of Edom, the earth trembled’ ¢ (Judg.
5.4). And it goes on to say: '"I'he mountains
quaked at the presence of the Lord," (ibid., v. 5).
And it also says: ‘“The voice of the Lord is power-
ful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty,”
etc. (Ps. 29.4) up to: “And in his palace every
one says: ‘Glory!" "7 (ibid., v. 9). And their
houses even were filled with the splendor of the
Shekinak. At that time all the kings of the
nations ol the world assembled and came to
Balaam the son of Beor. They said to him:
Perhaps God is about to destroy His world by a
flood. He said to them: Fools that ye are! Long
ago God swore to Noah that He would not bring
a fiood upon the world, as it is said: “'For this
is as the waters of Noah unto Me; for as | have
sworn that the waters ol Noah should no more
go over the earth” (Isa. 54.9). They then said

s This verse is interpreted as referring to the giving of
the Law on Sinai (see below, chap. 1X; and ¢f. ‘Ab. Zarah
2b).

* See above, Amalek, 111, note 1.
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234 TRACTATE BAIIODESH 5

to him: Perhaps He will not bring a flood of
water, but He may bring a flood of fire. But he
caid to them: He is not going to bring a flood of
water or a flood of fire. 1t is simply that the
Holy One, blessed be He, is going to give the
Torah to 1is people. For it is said: “The Lord
"ete. (Ps
29.11). As soon as they heard this from am,
they all turned back and went each to his place.
And it was for the following reasoun that the
nations of the world were asked to aceept the
Torah: In order that they should have ne excuse
for saying: Had we been asked we would have
accepted it. For, behold, they were asked and
they refused to accept it, for it is saidd s A he
said: “The Lord came from Sinai,” " ete. {Deut.
33.2). He appeared to the children of Esau the
wicked and said ta them: Will you aceept the
Torah? They said to Him: What is written in i?
He said to them: “Thou shalt not murder” {ibid.
5.17). They then said to Ilim: The very heritage
which our father left us was: "And by thy sword
shalt thou live” (Gen. 27.40). He then appeared
to the children of Amon and Moab. He said to
' them: Will you accept the Torah? They said to
Him: What is written in it? He said to them:
“Thou shalt not commit adultery” (Deut. 5.17).
They, however, said to Him that they were all

will give strength unto Ilis peaple,’
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235 TRACTATE BANODESIL 5

of them children ol adulterers,® as it is said:
“Thus were both the dauvghters of Lot with
child by their father” (Gen. 19.36). Then He
appeared to the children of Ishmael. He said to
them: Will vou accept the Torah? They said to
Him: What is written in it? He said to them:
"Thou shalt not steal” (Deut. 5.17). They then
said to Him: The very blessing that had been
pronounced upon our father was: “And he shall
be as a wild ass of a man: his hand shall be upon
everything'” (Gen. 16.12). And it is writlen:
“For, indeed, 1 was stolen away out of the land
of the Hebrews'® (ibid. 40.15). But when He
came to the Israelites and: "At His right hand
was a fery law unto them’ (Deut. 33.2), they
all opened their mouths and said: "All that the
Lord hath spoken will we do and obey™ (Ex.
24.7). And thus it says: “He stood and measured
the earth:; He beheld and drove asunder the
nations'"?* (Hab. 3.6). R. Simon b. Eleazar says:
If the sons of Noah could not endure the seven
commandments enjoined upon them, how much

¥ Amon and Moab were born of incest but not in adul.
tery, since Lot's daughters were not married. Perhaps
the Mekilte here haa in mind the midrashic legend (cf.
Gen. Rab. 50) that Lot's daughters were betrothed.

* And the Ishmaelites were those who brought Joseph
from Palestine to Epypt (Gen. 37.28).

o 1, e., alter they refused to accept the Torah. Perhaps
the rendering: ““Abandoned the nations,” i. e., gave up
hope of their accepting the Torah, would more adequately
express the sense in which the Mekilia understood the

phrase o1 anm (cf. above ch. |, note 14).
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236 TRACTATE BAHODESH §
less could they have endured all the command-
ments ol the Torah! To give a parable. A king
had appointed two administrators. One was
appointed over the store of straw and the other
was appointed over the treasure of silver and
gold. The one appointed over the store of straw
was held in suspicion. But he used to complain
about the fact that they had not appointed him
over the treasure of silver and gold. The people
then said to him: “Reke!” Il you were under
suspicion in connection with the store of straw
how could they trust you with the treasure of
silver and gold! Behold, it is a matter of reason-
ing by the method ol kal vahomer: If the sons of
Noah could not endure the seven commandments
enjoined upon them, how much less could they
have endured all the commandments ol the
Torah!

Why was the Torah not given in the land of
Israel? In order that the nations of the world
should net have the excuse for saying: Because
it was given in Israel’s land, therefore we have
not accepted it. Another Reason: To avoid
causing dissension among the tribes. Else one
might have said: In my territory the Torah was
given. And the other might have said: [n my
territory the Torah was given. Therefore, the
Torah was given in the desert, publicly and

" See Jastrow, Dictionary, p. 1476; and cf. Matth,
5.22, Raca.

byl vAYnaY ®hooh 236

Swn anaw mxsa Y53 ano nnd nnr Yy
Sy mop ik Pe1er w by T5nb
Y moo bo qxw by nnon a0 1an Ye qxw
m 1an Sw vk by nnon e i wn am
L qoa Yo axm Sy e un wbe Sy opann
nwm jan be xr by ox aprb ek s
anr w1 oo b axw Sy e wexr e
YA Yawa ar am am bp oan
nps nnr Yy 1 meyY b vY mvn nosw
M0 RY B s LmInaw mxen Y93 nh,
Mo’ 1o pnns 105 85w baqer para n
72°0% wara aan mnw 05 b abwn
np1onn un% 85w ank a3 by nbap rb
TN 0D XN o 1 8T RYY oossen pra
127792 70N 2'8% 1T N XTING TIN AN

Svmae pxeb oom bp
AT AN L) LD Y DY MoRs: DPVBDR T (DINGDTBH e
A% qmr ¢cwem wY o~ 3 » amin Sy omosn by onos
nnr Yy anm qos3 nved ana L3 10 Yoo by cn as-ee
Ya¥d M7 No Y ITTVhAe hXB0-oM 1By ra-02 Balahul atle]
My Py vhe1 mrp pea ono heyb sbae kb 9a%3 e

o7 by es

thunas-nnr Yy a3

7p33 nes nne by

w0

5



